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M. SCHROECK 


MR. FEILER: Today's date is October 11th, 


2001. The time now is 1313 hours and this is Monty 


Feiler of the Fire Department of 


I'm conducting an interview with 


individual: 


Please state your name, 


command. 


FIREFIGHTER SCHROECK: 


Schroeck, Engine 220, 5th Grade. 


2001. Also present is... 


MR. DUN: Richard Dun. 


MR. FEILER: And... 


LIEUTENANT JEZYCKI: 


the City of New York. 


the following 


rank and assigned 


Firefighter Michael 


MR. FEILER: Of the New York City Fire 
Department. We're interviewing at the quarters of 


Engine 220 regarding the events of September 11th, 


Lieutenant Jezycki. 


Q. If you can just give me a scenario of what 


occurred that morning. 


A. Okay. I can recall sitting in house watch 


and seeing the first plane hit. 


That's where Truck 


Company 122 was heading out the door responding to 


their staging area by the Battery Tunnel. Moments 


later the second plane hit and we were dispatched over 


there. 
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Taking the Brooklyn Bridge, you could see the 


smoke, flames, from that view, I would say a lot of 


chaos, people running, the bridges were packed. We'r 
continuing through. We parked around I guess that's 


the West Side Highway, west of Vesey there, and I guess 


that's where we parked, grabbed our gear and headed 


towards Liberty looking for I guess the staging area 


where I guess we were supposed to get our orders. 

Q. Did you meet an officer at Liberty or did 
your Captain speak to an officer? 

A. Yes. The Captain spoke to I guess -- I 
really don't recall, to be honest, just I guess caught 


up in the whole thing, seeing what we saw, and I guess 


I was just following him. 


QO. You said you were on house watch that 
morning? 
A. Yes. I was in the house watch. I don't 


recall if I had house watch that morning, but I was in 


the house watch at that time. 


Q. When the first plane hit, you said you saw it 


or you heard it? 
A. Yes. Somebody called out to put on I guess 
Channel 5, Fox, where it was being shown, and that's 


where I was viewing it for the first time. 
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Q. Do you recall getting any phone calls or 
radio transmissions? 


A. No, I don't. 


Q. Okay. You responded before the second plane 


struck or afterwards? 


A. I believe it was when the second plane 
struck. 

Q. That's when your unit, your engine was called 
out? 

A Yes 

Q. Do you remember who was on the engine with 
you? 

A. We had Geo Marsh, we had a covering Captain, 


Captain Grabher, we had Dean Coutsouros, we had Owen, 


who was from 122, we had Plunkett, Edward Plunkett, 


Edmund Plunkett, one more member. 


Q. Were they on-duty personnel? 

A. Well, it was in between the tour change and 
SO... 

Q. On the way down there, did you pick up any 


other firefighters, any civilians? 
A. Yes. There was an ex-member who joined us 
while we were down there. We didn't pick anyone until 


we got there. I mean who came with us when we were on 
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the scene. We didn't pick up anybody en route there. 
The gentleman's name, I'm not sure. I think his first 


name was Joe. 


Q. From these quarters? 

A. No. I think he used to work out of 122. 

Q. He was off duty or on duty? 

A. He was off duty. He didn't have bunker gear 


or anything like that. 


Q. Okay. How about civilians? Did you have to 


treat anybody or anybody approach the Engine Company 


for that? 
A. I think that was John Germain. 
QO. John Germain. 
A. I believe his first name, yes, John Germain, 


yes, and he did have bunker gear, but when I first saw 


him, I don't think he was wearing it on or whatever. 


Q. Okay. So you got to Liberty and West. Did 


you get instructions to go into any of the buildings? 


A. What I can recall was when we were coming 


down, I guess heading south, I guess past the staging 


area here, I believe it was located right around here. 
QO. Liberty and West. 
A. I can remember going underneath the walkway 


there. 
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QO. That's Liberty and West Street, the 
pedestrian walkway. 

A. Continuing I guess going up Liberty here, I 
know there was like a little parking lot area there. 

QO. Okay. 

A. I don't know if it's the Marriott parking lot 


or it was a private parking lot. 


Q. That's a private parking lot over here. 
A. Oh, this is it here? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Right. So I can remember coming up this 


street here. 
QO. Chambers Street. 
A. Right. We were standing right around here 


when, obviously, jumpers were coming down and I guess 


we were concerned about that. I don't know at that 


point where we were heading or what, but I can remember 
that the Captain gave us some orders to I guess come 


around somehow and then led us toward I think 


Washington here, I believe, and I guess I was standing 
right around here, so right around Washington and maybe 


Albany, Cedar, Cedar to Albany. I don't know. I can 


remember we were backing out of this area here. We 


were around here somewhere when it started collapsing. 
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We hear the roaring and we all just pretty much -- 


QO. Was that the collapse of Tower 1, the south 
tower? 

A. Tower 1, the first collapse. 

QO. Okay. The first, the south tower. 

A. I guess we backed up, coming down Washington, 
Albany area here. I remember guys saying to me stick 


with us, stick with us, and that was before the 


collapse starting and before w ven knew there was 


going to be a collapse. 
QO. Do you know who that was? 


A. Dean. Dean actually told me to stick with 


him, make sure I stick with him and stuff like that, 


and that was prior to going en route and all that. He 


was, of course, making me be aware, if anything, stick 


around, stick with the members. But when the collapse 
came down, I don't know what happened, but I found 


myself away from everybody. 


Q. Just you or were you with anybody? 

A. Me? I was alone. 

Q. You were by yourself? 

A. Yes. I can't speak where -- talking to the 
guys afterwards, I found out where they went. I think 


it was like right in this building here, this Trust 
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Plaza here, I believe, and I shot over here, this 


building here, I believe in this corner right in here, 


there was like a little doorway here where I was able 


to get some protection there from falling debris. 
QO. That was on the southwest corner of 

Washington and Albany? 

A. Yes, I believe. Looking at this map, it 


looks like that's where I was. I could be mistaken, 


but I think it's like in right here, if I'm not 


mistaken, right on this corner here. I was there for 


it felt forever, you know, as it was coming down, a lot 


of emotions, a lot of things going through the mind. 


As far as life goes, I didn't think there was much 


left. 
QO. What were the conditions? What did you see? 
A. You couldn't really see much, I mean, at that 
point anyway. I pretty much had my face tucked into 


the building there, my body tucked into the building, 


and I guess with the falling debris, the building 
collapse, you couldn't see much, you couldn't hear much 
but the roaring and, you know, obviously, you weren't 


going to hear anything over that. I didn't think I was 


going to make it in, if that's where we were trying to 


get to. I don't know. But I found myself just sitting 
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there. 
QO. Okay. So once the debris settled, then what 
did you do? 


A. Pretty much I backed out looking for the rest 


of the members because you could hear all pass alarms 


going off, people screaming, companies calling. The 
first thing I heard was 220, 220, and I continued -- I 
backed out, climbing over a couple of little -- you 


know, debris was in the way and stuff like that. 


Q. Did you hook up with your unit at that 
point? 
A. Yes. I winded up hooking up with my guys 


shortly after that, a couple minutes after that, and 


then I think at that point we were started to retreat, 


I don't know, trying to find out -- trying to figure 


out where exactly were we. I think by the time we 


gathered, I don't know if we kind of shot down more 


Washington or maybe we went back towards Liberty here 


when the second collapsed. It took a couple of minutes 


by the time everybody gathered up and got together and 


all the members were together and stuff. 


Q. Okay. Now the second building came down. 


A. Yes. I think we were more so on -- I guess 


we shot back up this way here because I can remember 
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being on the west side. Exactly where on the west side 


I don't know, but when the second one collapsed, I was 


a little bit further away than the first one. I must 


have been around -—- I don't know if I was this far 
here. I must have been around -- this is where I was 


for the first one. Maybe about here somewhere. I can 


remember being in a building there where -- 


QO. The hotel? 


A. I don't know if it was the hotel or what. 

QO. There was a revolving door? 

A. It might have been the hotel. 

QO. Okay. That was the hotel? 

A. There were people in here. We were trying to 


get people out, telling them to run down this way here, 


further south. There was some water there, which we 


all needed. 


QO. Okay. That was in the hotel. 
A. Yes. 
Q. So the second building collapsed. You 


recovered. Then what did you do after that? Did you 
regroup? Did you go anywhere else? 


A. Once again I lost my guys and I guess, again, 


when the dust started to settle, we started making our 


way back. I can remember there was a girl, I believe 
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an EMS girl, she was like all dazed up there, and I 
kind of assisted her south. I think I walked her maybe 


a block or so. 


Q. Did you get her name? 
A. No, I did not get her name. I did not get 
her name. She was a little dazed up, I can remember 


that, and obviously hysterical crying, confused. 
Whether she was hurt or whatever, I couldn't tell at 


that point. I assisted her a little further down to 


where I guess I led her, you know, walk south here. 


Q. Now, at that point did you go back up? 
A. Yes. At that point I went back up this way, 


where I met my guys again. 


QO. Okay. 
A. Then we pretty much scattered. I can 
remember putting out I remember the debris crushing 


through windows and I guess it was apartment fires 


verywhere here. I think it might hav ven been on 


of these two buildings. 


Q. Did you go stretch the hose -- 

A. Oh, yes. 

QO. -- from the marine? 

A. Yes. I think at that point, yes, actually, 


at that point we did come down here. Yes. They had 
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the boat here and we were trying to -- 


QO. (Inaudible). 

A. Is that here? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Right around here the boat was, right. It 
was right against the Winter Garden. We tried to 
stretch -- get a line in place into the Winter Garden 


there. But I think they were talking about I guess an 


odor, a gas odor, a possible collapse and stuff like 
that, and we were using caution and stuff like that. 


But I think we got it in place and they brought an 


injured member here, head trauma, and he winded up 


going on the boat. They escorted him where they needed 
to. 
QO. That's when you lost the line. 


A. Yes, that line was pretty much done with. I 


can remember going back this way, or at least I think 
the chauffeur and another member went around somewhere, 
I guess to find a rig and get the rig in place 


somewher lise. We were bouncing back here for a 


couple of minutes, and then I guess we went back over 


here somewhere wher oh, yes. Gateway Plaza. 


Here. We found ourselves in front here for a little 


while where there were a couple other members from 


13 
M. SCHROECK 


different companies. I don't recall what companies. I 
don't recall what members. 
QO. What did you do at that location? 


q 


A. I can remember regrouping. There was more 


fluid there for us. Until I think on the 10th floor 
there was fire. We wound up going up. There was no 


hydrant pressure. We went up with a couple of cans 


here, the Captain, Dean, and I don't know who else was 


there. I don't think initially there was anyone with 


us. We went up. Whether there were a couple other 


units who went up prior, I don't remember, but I know 


when we got there, there were more members there when 


we went up to put it out. I remember seeing Buffalo. 


He used to work at this house here. He was pulling up 
hose. We hooked up to the standpipe, we went up and... 
Q. Then after you got the fire out, what did you 
do? 
A. We came back down. I was pretty much shot 


then, a little left. I can remember falling. I can 


remember falling. We came back down here, and I think 


we regrouped again. A couple of members were injured 
and somebody transported us to another place where I 
think they went to a hospital. 


Q. How did you get home that evening? 
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A. After that point, I went with the Captain. A 


couple of the guys, like I said, left, I guess, to get 


medical attention. 

QO. (Inaudible). 

A. Yes. They jumped in a Blazer or something 
like that, which took them to I guess the boat or 
wherever, and I found myself with the Captain here and 


we went back. 


QO. To the truck? 

A. We went back I believe to this point here 
where -- 

QO. Vesey and West? 

A. Yes. I believe it was this point here, where 
it was tons and tons of vehicles and members. That was 
pretty much it. I know we sat here for a little 
while. I remember doing what we needed to do. Then I 


can remember, I would say late evening, I don't really 
recall the time, maybe around 6:00, I don't know, 


that's when we were transported, the Captain and 


myself, over to I believe Bellvu 


Q. Oh, okay. So you did go to the hospital? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Is there anything else that you want to add 


that you think is important? 
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A. No, not that I recall at this time. 


MR. FEILER: We want to thank you for 


cooperating and participating in this. It's very 
important that we get this information. With that in 
mind, we'll conclude the interview. This concludes the 


interview at 1328 hours. 


